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Cabinet vows to raise living standards

THE Prime Minister

Youth

Amir appoints
Crown Prince
as head of new

Council

HIS Highness the Amir, Shaikh
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa,
issued Jaw decree no 26 for the

. item (a) of the law
decree no S for the year 1983 (o
establish a Supreme Council for
Youth and Sports.

In accordance with the decree,
clause 3 item (a) of the law
decree 5 of 1983 is amended o

read as follows:
The Supreme Council
Youth and Sports shall

Chicl, Shaikh  Salman
Hamad Al Khalifa, as
Chairman.

formed to include the Crown
Prince and BDF Cummandcr»q\-

for
be

The Crown Prince

THE Prime Minister, Shaikh
Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa,
yesterday said that cnsuring a
decent life for citizens remains
the cornerstone of the new
Govemnment's programme.

The Prime Minister, who
was chairing the first meeting
of the new Cabinct, said the
new  programme  requircs
focusing  cfforts  towards
upgrading the living standards
of the people and providing
services in all fields.

The Prime Mimister outlined
the  guidelines  of  the

Government's  work  pro-
gramme, identifying the objec-
tives of the Govern- ment's
national work during the com-
ing stage, in with

SHAIKH Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa chalring the first meeting of the new Cabinet.

been laid down by the Late
Amir, HI Shaikh lsa bin
Salman Al Khalifa.

The Prime Minister affirmed

the dutics contained in the let-
ter of assignment issued by His
Highness the Amir, Shaikh
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, 0
the Prime Minister 1o form the
new Government

He cmphasised the great
responsibilities and hopes on
the new Government in pur-
suance of the progress and
development, whose pillars had

the imy of p 19
the prominent status Bahrain

as achieved at all levels, main-
ly in the ficld of human devel-
opment where human resources
remain the tool for develop-
ment and achicving objectives.

The Prime Minister said the
security and stability enjoycd
by the country will remain the
solid basis for any development
cfforts. The Prime Minister

said experience has proved the
advantage and importance of
the tcamwork  spirit, and
wished the Ministers success in
carrying out their duties and
responsibilitics.

The Minister of Cabinet
Affairs  and  Information,
Mohammed Al Mutawa, said
after the meeting that the Prime
Minister expressed apprecia-
tion to all the Ministers who
assumed the responsibility dur-
ing the previous period with
full dedication and sincerity.

He welcomed the Ministers

who joined the new Cabinet to
participate in taking up the
responsibility during the next
period of the national work, and
continuing the process of devel-
opment and progress under the
wisc leadership of His Highness
the Amir, Shaikh Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa, wishing them suc-
cess in serving the country.

On behalf of the Ministers,
the Minister of Justice and
Islamic Affairs expressed deep
gratitude and appreciation of
the valuable trust granted to
them by HH the Amir and the

Prime Minister. asserting the
determination  of  all  the
Ministers o exen efforts and
work together towardy imple-
menling the work programme
of the Government.

The Minister of Forcign
Affairs also expressed confi-
dence that all members of the
new Cabinet will exert their
cfforts under the directives of
the Prime Minister in serving
the country, in light of the chal-
lenges the world is facing at the
doorsieps of the third mullenni-
um. Pictures - Page 2

SLA retreats

under

JEZZINE, Lcbanon: Israel’s
Lebanese militia retreated
yesterday, under Hezbollah
attacks, from nearly all the
Jezzine pocket it has occu-
pied in southern Lebanon for
the past 14 ye

The Isra aid  South
Lebanon Army suffered two
dead and one wounded as it
abandoned outlying positions
and withdrew into the town
of Jezine as a prelude to a
complete withdrawal from
the increasingly untenable
salient north of Israel's main
occupation zone.

Israeli warplanes struck

attacks

back repeatedly, hitting both
the Bekaa valley northeast of
Jezzine and  Hezbollah
strongholds in the Iglim Al
Toufah ridges and the Krum
Al Arz mountain around the
enclave. Three Syrian work-
ers were lightly injured.

Isracl has emphasised that
an SLA withdrawal from
Jezzine was purely the decision
of SLA leaders, who said casu-
alties had become too high. The
move was seen as a possible
precursor of a total Isrueli with-
drawal, promised within a year
by new Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Barak. - Reuters

Deadly substances
‘left by Unscom’

NEW YORK: Russia accused
the UN Special Commission
(Unscom) yesterday of leaving
behind some dangerous “chemi-
cal suhstances™ i its laboratory
in Baghdad and called an urgent
Sccurity Council session to dis-
cussit.

The Council decided that

Richard Butler, chairman of
Unscom, would give a written
report on the laboratory.
Unscom officials said it was
known that they had a laborato-
ry with minuscule samples of
nerve gas necessary for their
work and 1o calibrate testing

Saudi support for security boost

Iran’s right to
defence backed

RIYADH: Saudi Crown Prince
Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz
defended Iran's right to boost
its military power and denied
that a rapprochement  with
Teheran was dirccted against
Baghdad, in an interview pub-
lished yesterday.

“Iran has the right to develop
its military ‘capabilitics to
cnsure its security without
harming or damaging the rights
of others,” he told the London-
based Saudi newspaper Asharg
Al Awsal.

“All the countries of the
world follow the same path.
Why should a question be
raised over lran? Why aren't
such questions raised over
Israel’s unlimited development
of arms?" the Crown Prince
asked.

He said last month's historic
visit to the Saudi Kingdom by
Iranian President Mohammed
Khatami had allowed the two
Gulf states “to develop their
bilateral relations in quantative

and qualitative terms.” On the
islands dispute between Iran
and the UAE, whose claim
Saudi Arabia backs, Crown
Prince Abdullah hoped that the
improved lies between Teheran
and Riyadh would contribute
towards a seutlement.

“By clearing the path for our
brothers in Iran, we can con-
tribute (o a settiement of the
outstanding problems, notably
that of the Emirali islands,” he
said. The Crown Prince dis-
missed Iragi charges that the
Saudi-Iran rapprochement was
aimed at toppling the Baghdad
Government.

Saudi Arabia “has never
sought o overthrow the Iraqi
regime and has never reached
an accord with anyone™ over
such a strategy, he told the
paper, stressing that any change
of leadership in Baghdad was
up 1o the Iragi people.

The Crown Prince called on
Isracl's Prime Minister-clect
Ehud Barak to prove by deeds

that he is not another Benjamin
Netanyahu, a Saudi newspaper
published in London reported
yesterday,

Abdullah’s comments to the
Arabic-language daily Asharg
Al Awsat reflect Arab frustra-
tion with departing Primc
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's hardline policy,
which they blame for freezing
the Middle East peace process
during his three-year term.

To reassure Arabs he is
unlike Netanyahu, Barak “has
10 show his good intentions and
be truthful towards promises
made and accords signed by his

country,” Abdullah told the
newspaper.
Barak, who  defcated

Netanyahu in May 17 elections,
has promised to move (o imple-
ment agreements signed with
the Palestinians, resume peace
talks with Syria and pledged to
pull Tsracli troops out of south-
em Lebanon within onc year.

- Agencies

India

rules

out ceasefire

NEW DELHIISLAMABAD:
Indian Defence Minister
George Fernandes yesterday
ruled out negotiating any
ceasefire with Pakistan unless
and until insurgents said to
include Pakistani Army regu-
lars were pushed back across
the military line of control in

the Kargil sector.
In an interview with the
Indian  news agencies,

Fernandes said: “There is no
question of ncgotiating any
ceasefire. Our position is very
clear. All those who have been
pushed Into our territory by

the Pakistani side, including
Pakistani troops, should go
back across the Line of
Control.”

Asked if Delhi could negoti-
ate a ceasefire or a settlement
to end the conflict in Kargil
during the proposed visit of
Pakistan Foreign Minister
Sartaj Aziz to New Delhi,
Fernandes said: “One can
show them (infiltrators) safe
passage. This Is a matter
which can be considered.”

India said that it has so far
not received about Aziz's visit
to Delhi. —Agencies

Ocalan denies he
ordered attacks

IMRALI ISLAND, Turkey:
Kurdish rebel leader Abdullah
Ocalan rejected responsibility
yesterday for one of the dead-
liest attacks blamed on his
guemillas, the 1993 killing of
dozens of unarmed soldiers, on
the sccond day of his treason
trial.

Ocalan told the court he did

not give orders for the attack,
which killed 33 soldicrs in the
southeastern  province  of
Bingol. The slaughter cnded a
cease-firc declared by his
Kurdistan ~ Workers™  Party

Ocalan said the assault was
carricd out by renegade guerril-
las acting independently. — AP

Algerian
militants
on trial
in Paris

PARIS: Twenty-four allcged
members of an Algerian mili-
tant network went on tnal yes-
terday on charges linked 1o a
1995 series of bomb attacks in
France that left 12 dead and
nearly 200 injured

Set 10 last four 1o six weeks,
the tral will recreate events
surrounding the wave of eight
deadly attacks between July
and October 1995 hlamed on
Algena’s  radical  Armed
Islamic Group (GIA)

Three of the attacks targeted
Paris metro stations The most
deadly of these was a July 25
bomb blast at the Saint Michel
metro station which kiled 10
people and mjured 116, The
second most serious attack was
a car-hombing outside a Jewish
<chool near Lyon in September,
in which 14 were injured

Yesterday's court proceed-
ings opened in a tense atmos-
phere with several of the defen
dants refusing  stand up when
called by the presiding judge

“We're  not gelling up
becavse you're not” they fold
the judge. Jamine Drai. - AFP

At a glance

PRAYER TIMES

Min; 27C

Max: 40C
Min; 29 C

equipment. ~ Reuters
CURRENCIES

Rltes in dinara at 17.30 yostorday
Country Sell Cash Draft
Bangladesh (10) 00804 00781
Inda (10) 00803 00891
Pakistan (10) 00720  0.0734
Prigppnes (10) 01028 0.0899
Silanka(10) 00602  0.0536
UK 06095  0.6065

Tribune Overseas: Saudi Arabia — SR2, Kuwalt — FlIs200, UAE - Dh2, Qatar — QR2, Oman — Balsa200, E{

Jordan
coronation

AMMAN: The officlal corona-
tion of Jordan’s King Abdullah
and his wife, Queen Ranla, will
take place in a simple ceremo-
ny on June 9. “It will be a sym-
bollc ceremony rather than a
full-blown traditional corona-
tion. It will consist of a brief
motorcade and a reception
where the King and Queen will
recelve a limited number of
well-wishers,” an official said.
The ceremony will be kept as

simple as possible. ~DrA

Girl dies
in fire

A BAHRAINI girl suffocated
10 death while slecping carly
yesterday morning when fire
broke out at her home in East
Riffa, writes Hamad Igbal. The
16-year-old girl, who was iden-
tificd only as Amana, dicd
before the civil defence could
reach the site. The fire did not
cause much damage to the
house. Her death was caused by
inhalation of smoke. She was
the only one at home at the time
of the incident.

$181b for
Cubans

HAVANA: Cuba demanded
yesterday $181.1 billion in US
compensation for the death of
3,478 Cubans and Injury of
2,099 In four decades of
“war" by Washington ngainst
President Fidel Castro's revo-
lutionary Government. The
ruling Communist Party’s
dally newspaper, Granma,
published a detailed legal
demand which it said was
presented on Monday to a
Havana court. ~ Reuters

No more
Mir...

MOSCOW: The Mir's current
crew will leave the Russian space
station in August, and the orhiter
will circle the Eanh unmanned
until early next year, when it is
expected (0 bum up in the atmos-
phere. A pancl of top Russian
space officials decided yesterday
that the hest option would be for
the three-man crew to leave in
Augu said  Vyacheslav
Mikhailichenko, a spokesman for
the Russian Space Agency. - AP

gypt — G200, Jordan ~ Fils200, United Kingdom - £1, India - Rs5

DOOMED: The Mir In orblit.

- Reuters



Bahrain Tribune
Wednesday, June 2, 1999

Page 2

Bahrain

M The Prime Minister, Shalkh Khalifa bin Salman Al
Khalifa, recelved a number of cables of congratulations from
brotherly and friendly countries and Governments, wishing
the new Government success to | the ambitions of the
people of Bahrain. The Prime Minister sent cables in reply,
expressing thanks and appreciation and wishing relations
between Bahrain and thelr countries further progress.

v s
The Prime Minister, Shaikh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa,
has been Invited to pay a visit to Iran. The Invitation was

In a written ge froi v of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, Hassan Hablibl. The message
was dellvered by the Iranian Ambassador to Bahrain,
Mohammed Firuz Niya, during a meeting with the Premier.

D\
A\ D P .

The Crown Prince and Commander-in-Chief of the BDF,
Shalkh Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa received a number
of BDF officers who have been promoted to the rank of
Colonel by His Highness the Amir and Supreme
Commander of the BDF, Shalkh Hamad bin Isa Al Khallfa.
During the audience, the Crown Prince wished the offi-
cers success In serving the nation under the wise lead-
ership of HH the Amir and Supreme Commander of the
BDF. Present were the BDF Chief of Staff, Major General
Shalkh Abdullah bin Salman Al Khalifa, and the

Assistant Chief of Staff for Supplies, Staff Brigadier
Ahmed Bu Allay.

LIPS MTODN ) Al
The Chief Executive of Bahrain Radio and Television
Corporation, Khalil Al Thawadi, met the Director General
of Gulf Vision, Dr Abdulwahab Baghdadi and the
Administrative Director, Khalid Ouda. They discussed
the preparations for holding the final ceremony of the
6th Gulf Festival for Television Production, in Bahrain at
the end of this month, and reviewed means of strength-
ening co-operation between the Radio and TV
Corporation and Gulf Vision.

of Bahrain, Bu Ali, present-
ed his o the Sy Hafiz Al Asad.
Present at the y were the of
Bahrain's Yousif and Ibrahim -

Ahmad Mubarak Al Umnairi, and from the Syrian side, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Faroug Al Sharaa, and the Minister
of President Affairs, Waheeb Fadhel, and the Secretary
General of the Presidential Palace, Zuhair Ghazal Ameen.

Government vows to serve people

The Prime Minister

L,
Minister of Justice and Islamic Affairs

Minister of Forelgn Affairs

Ambassador says Yemen is safe and stable

Habib Toum|
Assistant Editor

“OUR country is stable, safc and
secure and there is no need to
overblow a situation that has
caused some concern for Nect-
ing days, but is now under con-
wol,”  said  the  Yemeni
Ambassador  to  Bahrain,
Muslafa Ahmed No'man.

The Yemeni diplomat told the
Tribune that he is always
amazed why people have a ten-
dency 1o squeeze sensational
facts on Yemen. “We do have
problems, but then this is not
peculiar to us. All countrics in
the world are facing difficultics.
In crime figures, what Yemen
compiles in one year was wil-
nessed by Columbine High
School in one day,” he went on.
*The Government is vigilant.”

Thursday, the Yemeni
stry said that the
authorities have arrested a group
of saboteurs who were planning
to auack forcign targets.
Officials said that the suspects
were linked to an Islamic mili-
tant who faces exccution for the
death of four Western tourists in
Yemen.

The report came two days
after the Aden-Abyan Islamic
Army threatened to kill forcign-
ersin Yemen il its leader Abu Al
Hassan Al Mchdar was cxecut-
cd. Yemen disimissed the wamn-
ing as an empty threal.

Ambassador Mustafa, who
will lcave the country at the end
of the month after spending
three years, said that he was very
pleased with the level of diplo-
matic relations between Yemen
and Bahrain. “Our bilatcral rela-
tions are historical. Ties hetween
our countries are distinguished
and very positive. They never
cexpricnced any problems,” he
said.

“1 can safely describe them as
cxamplary thanks to the political
wisdom of the Ieaders in both
countries. Many Yemenis came
(0 Bahrain in the 1940s, and they
were so well received that they
settled here,” he explained.

The Ambassador deplored
that the economic relations are

‘not so positive as the political

ones. “Trade between our coun-
tries is not as good as we wish.
There are agreements, but their
implementation is proving diffi-
cult, which is very frustrating.”

A *Madc in Bahrain' exhibi-
tion was held in Yemen in 1997,
and the two countrics have
agreed on cstablishing a new
bank  and  other  deals.
Unfortunately, they never mate-
rialised.

“I have spent the last two
months trying to push for closer
cconomic co-operation, and [
hope we can translate some of
the agreements into concrele
uctions for the benefit of our
peaples. *

Bahrain currently sclls alu-
minium (o Yemen, and the
Arabian Peninsula republic has
financial dealings with banks in
Bahrain.

The Yemeni diplomat says
that there is room for closer trade
co-aperation. “We can bring all
kinds of agricullural products to
Bahrain, but the market is
already flooded with produce
from other countrics. The com-
petition from the Far East is (0o
strong.” He atributed the low
trade exchange figures 1o logis-
tics. “Transportation is not regu-
lar and there is no sea freight,”
he explained.

Ambassador Mustafa believes
that the best way to boost trade
relations between Arab stales is
10 “push for a common Arab
market that will serve the inter-
ests of everyone.”

The  Yemeni  Ambassador
denicd there were serious strains
in his country's relations with
Saudi Arabia. “Our ties with
Suudi Arabia have always been
special. They are geographical,
historical, and social. People liv-
ing at cither side of the frontier
are close, and quite often. are
part of the same family,” he said.

“Unfortunately, cvery now
and then, there arc irresponsible
and exaggerated reports on the
border disputes. The situation
has been ridiculously blown out
ol proportions. It is not as teri-

ble as it has been portrayed in
the media,” said Ambassador
Mustafa.

Technical commitices have

mendations will be eventually
submitted to the leaders who
will make the final decisions.

‘The Yemeni diplomat said he
imistic about the out-
come. arc good inten-
tions from both sides, and we
should all expect satisfying
results.”

ccording to the Yemeni
Ambassador, relations
Kuwait arc now *
[* mal, following the historic visit
of the Yemeni Forcign Minister
who met His Highness the Amir,
Shaikh Jaber Al Ahmed Al
Subah.”

"l can confirm that ties have
returned 1o their pre-Gulf War
level. President Salch reccived a
letter from the Amir of Kuwait,
alliming that a new chapier is
beginning and that the past is
over.”

Yemen carlier this month
reopened its embassy in Kuwait
for the first time since 1990,
Kuwait had closed the Yemeni
embassy during the Gulf crisis
afler Yemen appearcd to side
with Iraq during its occupation
of Kuwait. Yemen said then it
was in favour of an Arab solu-
tion.

Before the Gull War, Kuwait
had been a financial backer of
Yemen. Scores of  Yemenis
worked in - Kuwait, sending

much of their camings hack
home. “We are grateful to
Kuwait because it gave econom-
ic, culwral and educational
assistance 1o Yemen  since
1962, said the Ambassador,
Referring to his country's bid
to join the Gull Co-operation
Council, the Ambassador said
that Yemen is pant of the ongni-
saton, “Our geographical loca-

tion and our ties with the other
countries of Arabia mean that we
are part of the GCC, whether we
arc full members or not,” he
explained.

Ambassador Mustafa
described his country’s relations
with the US good.™ vl
am surprised that so much talk
and ink has been used with refer-
rence o this issue. Indeed I am
surprised that people arc sur-
prised.” he went on. “Relations
between  countries can and
should be healthy und advanta-
geous for the people. It is in the
interest of the US to be in the
region, and it is in the interest of
Yemen 1o have close working
relations with the US. There is
military co-operation and the use
of the port facilitics is very nor-
mal. It is like a petrol station
where ships fill their tanks,” he
claborated

The US cstablished diplomat-
ic ties with the then Imamate in

According to the political sys-
tem, no-one can present his can-
didacy unless he has the backing
of 10 per cent of the members of
the Assembly.

Rcacling 1o a suggestion that
for decades, Yemen has been

and cultural tradition in Yemen.
Yemenis have used qat as a
means to enhance their work
habits, but more importantly it
has become the magnet around
which the members of the com-
munity gather to discuss their
issucs, and conflicts.

with three
features, the tribe, the fircarm
and qat, Ambassador Mustafa
said that “it is oversimplifying
matters, but it is bascially true.”
“The issuc of weapons and
fircarms is very important, but,
thank God, the Government is
working very hard to find the
adequate answers,” he said.
“The origin is very simple.
Following the 1962 revolution,
the country had no real army and
no administrative organisation.
Since the revolution wanted 10
protect itsclf, it distributed
weapons  to  the  people.
Unfortunately, internal conflicts
Ied to reducing the authority of
the Central Government. The

— —

Ambassador Mustafa Ahmed No'man

1946, and, in December 1962,
was one of the first countries to
recognise the Yemen  Arab
Republic. On June 6, 1967,
Yemen broke off diplomatic
relations with the US in the
wake of the Arab-Isrucli war.
Relation: re restored follow-
ing a visit to Sana'a by US
Sccretary  of  State  William
Rogers in July 1972. George
Bush, then the Vice President,
visited Yemen in April 1986, and
President Ali Abdullah Saleh
visited the US in January 1990.

The US recognised  the
People’s Democratic Republic
of Yemen in December 1967,
but relations were often strained.
In October 1969, South Yemen
broke off relations with the US,
but were restored in April 1990,
only threc weeks before the
announcement of unification.

Relations between Yemen and
the US were strained following
the US disapproval of the
Yemeni Sceurity Council atti-
tde on the Iragi invasion of
Kuwait. The US drastically
reduced its presence in Yemen,
cancelling all military co-opera-
tion and non-humanitarian assis-
tance. The US supported the uni-
fied Yemen during the 1994 civil
war.

 Darwing a picture of the polit-
ical, social and economic situa-
tion of his country, Ambassador
Musiafa said that Yemen was
faring well and that the future
promises 1o be brighter.

“Politically, there will be
presidential elections in October,
although, 5o far, no one has pre-
sented candidacy, he said.

The President of Yemen, Ali
Abdullah Salch, was clected by
Parliament on October 1, 1994
for a five-year term. Following
amendments to the Consiti-
ttion, henceforth the President
wil be elected by popular volc.

The Government of Yemen s
composed of three branches: the
executive branch, the legislative
branch, a unicameral assembly
in which 301 deputies serve
four-year terms, and a judicral
system hased on Islamic law
Political partics in_Yemen
include the General People’s
Congress, the Yemeni Socralist
Pany, the Gathering for Reform,
the Baath Party. the Nassenite
Uniamists, and the Al Hag Pasty

fircarm culure was bom.” he
explained, doubting that the
deep-rooted belief that *fircarms
arc the adomment of men’ is
valid today.

Estimates say that there are
about 60 million fircarms in
Yemen, with an average of 4
picces for cvery individual.
Many people say that firearms in
Yemen are the jewellerey of
women and the milk of babics.

Answering claims that the
uibe is often stronger than the
State, the Ambassador said that
the situation has  seriously
evolved and the delicate balance
of power between the tribe und
the State is steadily penching
towards  the  Government.
“Today's tribesman i
aware of the facilitics that the
State can offer. He wants to have
access 1o clectricity, water, edu-
cation. telephonc, and other
facilitics. He knows that only the
Govemment can offer such ser-
vices, so he is now much more
compliant with the authority of
the State. Services that some of
the regions used to dream about
20 years ago, arc now a reality,”
he said.

Explaining the phenomenon
of qat, Ambassador Mustafa said
that the qat culture does exist in
Yemen with its positive and neg-
atives features, adding that the
Government wants 1o hmit its
scope, but does not possess
ready-made solutions.

Qat, or Catha edulis, is a plant
that originated in Ethiopia and
spread to neighbouring African
countries and south Arabia. The
seedless plant which best grows
at 3,000 to 6,000 fect above sea
level and reaches a height of 20
feet (5-8Mt in Yemen), has
become an important part of the
social life in Yemen

The fact that its leaves can be
harvested throughout the  year
and have a stimulant- euphoric
cffect make qat o very popular
plant.

The principal featres of the
Qulexperience are increascs in
the level of alertness, in the abil-
1y 1o concentrale. and in confi-
dence, frendliness, contentment
and flow of ideas.

at which is chewed ke
tohacca is used in company. Nit
may be used by individuals. ‘The
habit has a deeperontand sowial

More than 85% of the adults
in Yemen usc it, and an increas-
ing number of young Yemenis
usc it too. Chewing qat in Yemen
is part of the daily routine.

The Yemeni diplomat is
adamant about the phenomenon.
a social pestilence that

kills family ties. It is a real waste

of time, money and encrgy.

Imagine a man who leave his

family at 8 in the moming to go

1o work until 2. Then he goes to

the majlis where he chews gat

with his friends until about 8 pm.

He then goes home, too tired 1o

sit with his children, and goes to
bed to wake up (o the same rou-
tine the following day."” he said.

“It is also a waste of moncy:
Hundreds of millions of ryals
ard''spent on qat and is causing
many economical problems. It is
destroying agriculture since the
most fertile lands are reserved to
qat which consumes a lot of
water, urgently necded by the
State and the people,” he said

According to Ambassador
Mustafa, it is virally impossi-
ble to climinate qal from the
social scene in Yemen. “About
70 per cent of the people live in
rural area and the production of
qut is their only source of
income. It is nol casy to replace
it. The State also bencfits from
the taxes levied on qat.” he said.

The reunification of Yemen
has not been casy. In 1972, the
Governments of the Yemen Arab
Republic and the People’s
Democratic Republic of Yemen
declared they approved a future
union, bul relations  were
strained. In 1979, tensions led o
fighting that was resolved after
Arab League mediation. In 1988,
the two countrics agreed on an
understanding that reduced ten-
sions, and in November 1989,
the lcaders of both countrics
agreed on a  drafi union
Constitution. The Republic of
Yemen was declared on May 22,
1990. Ali  Abdullah  Salch
became President and Al Salim
Al Bidh became Vice President.
The Constitution was ratified by
the populace in May 1991

Ambassador Mustafa  said
that the reunification of North
Yemen and South Yemen was
“very beneficial”, and has
accomplished many nchieve-
ments. “It has enabled the peo-
ple 1o move freely within their
country. A son no longer needs a
special permit that takes a long
time to obtain 10 be able 10 cross
into the “other” temitory 1o see
his father,™ he said.

“Another achievement is that
the reunited Yement land has
become u vast area for invest-
ments. Now instead of secing
military convoys, people sce
agricultural tractors. The area 15
now larger and there are now
more chances for investments,™
he said.

The  fourth  achievement
according 1 the Amhassador is
the mult-party political system
“It is a healthy system for a
country that has heen quite often
through social frostritons and
cconomic hardships.” he sad

The 43-year-old Amhassadee
sud that he would K kaving
Bahrain next month 1o take up a
new pasinon i Canada, T wail
recall with fondness my thiee
years in Bahrain. 1is a ek
able country that my family and
Twill ™ he xand.

Ambassador Mustafa, who
holds a kepne 0 engineviing
from Cain, has wo daughrer,
Rukaya and Fatima, and twa
o, A am! Atulaziz
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