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Industry and Commerce
Minister Dr. Hassan Fakhro
yvesterday inaugurated two
new manufacturing facilities
at the Bahrain International
Investment Park (BIIP) at
Salman Industrial City.

The new plants are of
Bahrain Industrial Filters
and Gulf Temperature
Sensors, both are' Al Fanar
Investment Holding
Company firms.

Speaking at the opening of
the plants, Dr. Fakhro said:
"It is very fitting that the
owners have chosen to
locate their manufacturing
plants at the Bahrain
International Investment
Park, which will provide the
infrastructure and logistics
which they require for their
operations, and is a world-
class infrastructure compo-
nent in its own Tight." Dr
Fakhro said he believed that
the two-pronged thrust on
world-class infrastructure
and the customer-centric
Bahrain Investors Centre,
which is itself enabled by
streamlined systems and a
new Company Law, now
going through the legislative
process, provided an unbeat-
able package, that would
make Bahrain the invest-
ment centre of choice in the
region.

Al Fanar Investment
Holding Company has
invested a total of about
BDio million for the estab-
lishment of the two new
plants which have created 72
new jobs.

Thanking the ministry
for its support and progres-
sive policies, Abdulnabi Al
Sho'ala, Chajrman of Al
Fanar Investment Holding
Company, said: "With these
néw plants. we enter a new
frontier, one of team work,
high technology operations,
unigque products and con-
tinuous product improve-
ment. All things that are
necessary to compete in the

-0.31% Dollar
0.43%

0.50% Euro
-1.20%

-1.20%

0.37% Yen

21t century.™ . Bahrain
Industrial Filters makes fil-
ter bags, windsocks, com-
ponents and accessories for
dust collection systems for
use by aluminium, cement,
food processing, petro-
chemicals, refineries and
plastic industries.

Gulf Temperature Sensors
is the only manufacturer of
thermocouples and temper-
ature sensors in the GCC. Its
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new factory came up follow-
ing an investment of about
¢sm and creates 32 new jobs.

The company caters to
the aluminium, plastics,
acrospace, steel, glass, petro-
chemicals, medical, food,
desalination and power
plants industries.

Speaking exclusively to
DT,  Ahmed  Alnajjar,
Director of Bahrain
Industrial Filters and Gulf

Temperature Sensors, said
the new plants would
empower the companies to
enhance their market share.

"The GCC market for
industrial filters is about
BDom and that for thermo-
couples is BD4m. We cur-
rently have 2o per cent
share of the filters market
and are targetting sopc
within two years driven by
expansion in capacity fo
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450,000 bags per year from
the current 150,000, As for
thermocouples we are tar-
getting business of BDrsm
by the year-end," he added.

"We will put in an addi-
tional BDam in the plants
over two years to expand
capacity as we increase our
global market reach. We will
continue to recruit profes-
sional personnel as the facil-
ities ramp up production,”
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@ Dr. Fakhro inaugurating two new manufacturing facilities as Abdulnabi Al Sho'ala, Shaikh Daij, Faroukh Almoayyed, Ahmed Alnajjar. Khalid Al Zayani and
Mohammed Badabhai look on.

Mr. Alnajjar said.

In his comments, Mike
Williams, Chairman of Gulf
Temperature Sensors, said:
“The facility will be the
Middle East’'s largest and
most sophisticated tempera-
ture sensor manufacturing
plant. GTS will supply prod-
ucts to the growing alu-
minum industry and to
other modern industrial
processes in the region.”



