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Aluminium Bahrain (Alba)
was one of the sponsors of the

The forum was organised
under the patronage of Prime
Minister HRH Prince Khalifa
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Alba backs forum

was an endorsement of its
confidence in Bahrain as an
attractive economic destina-

EKooheji said: "Alba's forty-
year legacy as one of the
world’s leading aluminium

Invest in Bahrain forum that  bin Salman Al Khalifa at the tion for  international smelters has been made possi-
i showcased Bahrain's attrac- Bahrain International by Tamkeen, the Bahrain Economic Development  investors. ble thanks to the forward
Page 8 email: biz@dt.bh Thursday, October 20, 2011 tiveness as an economic desti-  Exhibition & Convention Chamber of Commerce & Board Bahrain, and the Commenting on  Alba's  thinking and investor-friendly

international

nation for
investors,

Centre yesterday.
The forum was also backed

Industry (BCCI), the Central
Bank of Bahrain (CBB), the

Federation of GCC Chambers.

Alba said its sponsorship

sponsorship, Chairman of
Alba's board Mahmood Al

economic policies in the
Kingdom."

Export Development

Centre on the way

An Export Development Centre which will
enhance competitiveness uf Bahraini exports
is expected to be launched in the first-quarter
of 2012, Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Chairman Dr. Esam Abdulla Fakhro
said yesterday.

Speaking at the sixth edition of the ‘Invest
in Bahrain' forum held in the capital yester-
day, Dr. Fakhro  said: “The chamber has
developed a programme of delegations and
‘missions to several countries around the

‘Invest in Bahrain’

Avinash Saxena
avinashidtbh

big succ

between 2001 and
zo008, due to the

higher outputs in

such as the Bahrain International —— o a -
other manufactur- Investment Park (BIIP), which is g »l, " “ X “ '
ing sectors, prima- part of the everall holistic con- & S p
rily in  metals, cept of the Salman Industrial 3

chemicals, mineral City (5IC). The SIC comprises
products, food and  the established Hidd Industrial

the government has made sub-
stantial investments in facilities &=

More than nooo dele-
gates attended the 'Invest
in Bahrain Forum 2zo11,'
held at the Bahrain
International  Exhibition
and Convention Centre

esterday beverages, textiles, Area, home to 30 of Bahrain’s ~world. This will continue until next year for
3 Or ,an-.'sed by the ship repair and most significant industries, BIIP, the pm-pme of profiling and promoting the
Bahrgin Egunumic others. and the Bahrain Investment -attractive economic opportunities offered by

"The inward Wharf (BIW)."

stock of foreign "The government will provide
direct investment even more incentives for
(FDI) in Bahrain investors to consider Bahrain as
has also increased the home for their investments
dramatically in in the region,” the minister
recent years, and  asserted.

according to the The manufacturing sectors
United Nations covered in the forum included
Conference on aluminium; food and beverages:

Development Board in
conjunction with Bahrain
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, Tamkeen,
the GCC Chambers of
Commerce and the
Industry and Commerce
Ministry, the high-pow-
ered meeting saw partici-
pation from as far afield as

the Kingdom,™
“At a more local level, we are in the process
of preparing a number of service centres. A
“number of value-added industrial projects in
the - petmchemmals and industry, as
well as sugar, agncultun:. E:shenes. manufac-
turing sectors are in the pipeline,” he added.

Talking about the role of the Ministry of
Industry and Commerce, the chamber chief
said it has also offered investment opportuni-

<15 5 [ Trade And textiles, apparel and leather; ties in many other industrial fields; particu-

:“S:"sg},;m':_ﬂjpiiréﬁ;:;ﬂ Development pharmaceuticals; shipbuilding; larly in knﬁwledge-based industries, alumini-

from the Middle East and (UNCTAD), it and electrical equipment. The un':}. textiles, clothing and leather.

Tadia: stood at sizbn in  snapshots presented will also In addition; the potential for i investment in
In the opening state- .'- ) Sl i, ; 2010 as compared cover a number of opportunities the logistics sectors, tourism, medical servic-
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"Manufacturing in Bahrain has extent that its contribution to increased from less than 9 per non- -oil ‘industrial revenue has "In fact, real manufacturing fr:_mt." Dr. Fakhro nologies, and transport and allied Fakhro said.

diversified and progressed to the Gross Domestic Product has centin 1980 to over 17pc now, and  grown by 27pc. output increased by 106pc said: "To this end services. I The Premier mrh Dr. Fakhro

@ Energy Minister Dr. Abduf Hussein Mirza, Dr. Esam Fakhro with other senior officials and dignitaries. @ Dr. Esam Fakhro

- Afﬁmar Gmup t_’harrman Abdulnabi Al Sho'ala with CBE Governor Rasheed Al Mardj.

@ Participants at the nvest in Bahrain forum.

@ Chairman of Alba's board Mahmood Al Kooheji with Yusuf bin Ahmed Kanoo Group of Companies Manag-
ing Director Khalid Kanoo

Bahrain possess a unigue
experience  in  attracting
national and international
investments, feels Second

support the socio-economic
development in our region.

The Islamic Corporation
for the Insurance ‘of
Arab products with compet-  Investment: and Export
itive strength in local and Credit (ICIEC), Islamie
international markets in Corporation  for  the
terms of quality and tech- Development of the Private
nology standards. investing: Sector Member of Islamic
in the Arab agricultural sec-  Development Bank (IDB)
tor, where we have substan-  Group, Union - Of Arab

Bahrain is example to emulate

Deputy ta the President of their competitiveness on
the Federation of GCC the international level aim- term economic and social

BCCI: People’s confidence key to wooing investors

Arabian Gulf" been classified as havin
On the significance of one of the most advance
the forum, the chamber ecconomic and politic:
chief said: "The forum systems in the waorl
reflects the continuous under the wise leade:
support of our govern- ship of our rulers.

economies and investment
projects, Fourth: Removing
ing to-open new markets. development, Second;  trade, investment; tax and

On his part. General developing educational and customs systems barriers to
Union of Chambers of professional training pro- joint Arab economic coop-
Commerce, Industry and grammes in accordance eration and integration,
Agriculture  for  Arab with the needs of Arab  Fifth: economic integration

economic growth, long-

Paying tribute to the
solidarity of the GCC
nations and their broth-
erly  stand for the
Kingdom during the diffi-
cult days, Dr. Fakhro said:

Bahrain was able to Abdulla Fakhro yesterday
overcome the repercus- said: "The assessment of
sions of the crisis on the the investment climate in
economic front with min- any country li¢s not only
imum losses, due to its in the legislation, incen-
resilence and the direc- tives and services, but

any country."

"There has been a sig-
nificant rise in invest-
ments in the Kingdom
during the first-quarter
of' thisi year by 25.6 per

Chambers Khali Abdullah
Khionji.

Speaking at the Invest in
Bahrain forum, Mr. ‘Khonji
said he hoped the forum

tion of the leadership, a also in the confidence of cent compared to the “We extend our gratitude ment in the development number of multination: would help in the formation  Countries Pnzsidpnt Adqan economies and la'!_}mU mar-  measures and 1diversiﬁca~ t'}a! untapped potential, at a  Banks', MOIC, EDB and
zenior business xleac{nr the people of a country. same period last year to the esteemed leader- of the investment envi- companies set up base of a regional block to acti- Kassar listed five major kets, Third; creation of an tion of production basc to time where the Arab food Tafnjwer_j. .-_z]] made presen-
hiss aftirmed This confidence encour- (zoto) ship of the GCC ronment and particularly the Kingdom as the vate participation of the pri-  objectives of the forum. Arab financial market and shrink the commodity and gap has been greatly grow-  tations during the forum,

recognised that this sma
island as. a gateway [
operations in the region

mobilisation of national
resources and
towards

vate sector with the public First; focusing on the
sector, improve national investment projects in the
industries and enhance realty sector Lo promote

The chamber chief was Countries. We  also in overcoming the obsta-
speaking during the appreciate the support of ¢les facing investors.”
Invest:in Bahrain forum. the ' nationals of the -+ "The Kingdom = ‘has

Bahrain Chamber of ages foreign investors
Commerce and Industry and henceforth the devel-
Chairman' * ‘BPr, ‘Esam opment of investment: in

The next session of the
forum will be held in
Museat in Decemberzoin:

consumption gaps, which
savings: vary from one country to
domestic  another. Also to egquip the

ing. This type of investment
will develop rural regions
and - its social groups; and




